DiscussioN QUESTIONS

. At the beginning of the story Ellie has just graduated from
high school. What were your emotions and concerns when
you graduated? What kind of life did you want or assume
you’d have once you were out on your own?

. Deep down, what really lay behind Ellie’s anxiety about her
appearance and fitting in with the other bridesmaids and
guests at Betty’s wedding?

. Why did Ellie question the church’s teaching on living a godly
life? Have you ever wrestled with the “guardrails” God pro-
vides to keep our soul safe?

. Why did Jude run away from home and join the Marines?
What was his attitude toward his father?

. Velma felt guilty that she hadn’t been able to stop Jude’s father
from abusing him. Considering cultural norms during that
time period, how possible would it have been for her to do
so? How has our culture changed since then?

. Have you ever experienced the kind of attack Ellie did or a
similar trauma? What were your emotions, and how did you
deal with them? How did you find healing, or are you still
dealing with the aftermath?

. Why did Ellie blame herself for the actions of her attacker?
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8. Jude also experienced great trauma in a number of ways. How

did that influence his view of God and his ability to trust Him
and others?

9. Why did Jude mourn the loss of his platoon and identity as a
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Marine so deeply?
. How did Ellie’s ordeal affect Jude and why?

Why do you think Ellie reacted so strongly to Ted’s unex-
pected reappearance? Do think her response was justified?

Why did she finally agree to give her relationship with Ted
another chance?

Like other Christian denominations, Mennonites and Amish
consider holding a grudge to violate the Lord’s command for
us to forgive as we have been forgiven. Do you think that
requires restoring someone who committed a serious
offence against you to a close relationship again? Might that
be unwise in some instances?

Do you think Ted truly loved Ellie? If so, what kind of love
was it? Was he attracted by something he saw in her that he
lacked?

Mennonites oppose violence because of Jesus’ command
to turn the other cheek. The Bible forbids killing, but also
commands obedience to our rulers. Do you believe it’s right
to serve in the military in obedience to the government, even
though enemy combatants, and often civilians, are killed in
wartime? Why or why not?

What kind of parents were Ralph and Irma? What did
you like or dislike about their relationship with their chil-
dren? With their neighbors? With Jude?
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Was Matt a good brother to Ellie? Did you like or dislike
him, and why?

When Ellie finally confessed the attack to her parents, how
did they respond? Did that help her to think differently
about what happened and whether she bore any responsibil-
ity for it?

Why do you think Ellie couldn’t see that Jude was in love
with her—and that she was falling in love with him?

What’s your reaction to Irma’s discussion with Ellie after she
spent too much time alone with Jude at his house? Do you
think Irma’s cautions were wise?

. What does “neighbor” mean to you? How can we be a

neighbor to others?

How was Les able to connect with Jude? What finally broke
through the walls Jude built around himself and led him to
surrender to the Lord?

In what ways did Jude express his love to Ellie the most
clearly? Have you found this to be a common trait in men?

Have you ever had the experience of giving up to the Lord
something you held especially dear, only to have Him give it
back to you? If so, how did that make you feel? How did it
change your thinking in relation to earthly possessions
and/or your own will and desires?



